
( 1 ) V(5th Sm.)-Philosophy-H/DSE-A-1(b)/CBCS

2021

PHILOSOPHY — HONOURS
Paper : DSE-A-1(b)

(Normative and Meta Ethics)

Full Marks : 65

Candidates are required to give their answers in their own words
as far as practicable.



Please Turn Over



( 2 )V(5th Sm.)-Philosophy-H/DSE-A-1(b)/CBCS

Language, Truth and Logic



(Ayer) 



( 3 ) V(5th Sm.)-Philosophy-H/DSE-A-1(b)/CBCS

[ English Version ]

The figures in the margin indicate full marks.

1. Answer any ten questions : 1×10

(a) Which of the following statements is true?
(i) Freedom of will is a necessary condition of moral judgement.
(ii) Moral judgement does not presuppose freedom of will.

(iii) Freedom of will is a contingent condition of moral judgement.
(iv) Freedom of will is a hindrance to moral judgement.

(b) Summum Bonum of human life is :
(i) Truth, Ideal and Duty (ii) Truth, Auspicious/Good and Beauty

(iii) Ideal, Devotion and Truth (iv) Truth, Beauty and Ideal.

(c) Which of the following is recognized as a postulate of morality?
(i) Reason (ii) Sensation

(iii) Emotions (iv) Skill or expertise.

(d) Helping people in poverty, according to virtue ethics, is one of the following : Specify which –
(i) a duty
(ii) an action characterized by desirable consequences

(iii) a good disposition
(iv) a moral rule.

(e) In moral language the statement ‘Do not steal’ is .
(i) Prescriptive (ii) Emotive

(iii) Descriptive (iv) None of these.

(f) Eudaimonia precisely means
(i) happiness and prosperity (ii) knowledge

(iii) sorrow (iv) Evil.
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(g) The theory that upholds ‘No events in this world occur without pre-existing causes’ 
(i) Indeterminism (ii) Determinism

(iii) Both (i) and (ii) (iv) None of these.

(h) There are  kinds of values
(i) One (ii) Two

(iii) Three (iv) Four.

(i) The focus of meta-ethics consists in
(i) Justification of moral theories and norms
(ii) metaphysics

(iii) aesthetics
(iv) behaviour of the individual.

(j) The standpoint that the meaning of a moral statement is prescriptive, is advocated by :
(i) A. J. Ayer (ii) G. E. Moore

(iii) R. M. Hare (iv) Rudoff Carnap.

(k) Intrinsic value means
(i) Inherent or essential value
(ii) Utility

(iii) An admixture of inherent and utilitarian values
(iv) None of these.

(l) The author of Language, Truth and Logic is
(i) A. J. Ayer (ii) Bertrand Russell

(iii) C. G. Hempel (iv) Moritz Schlick.

2. Answer in brief any five of the following questions :

(a) Expound the fundamental tenets of virtue ethics. 5

(b) Explain the following statements : 2½×2

(i) The language of Ethics is Emotive

(ii) The language of Ethics is Prescriptive.

(c) Determine the scope of normative ethics. 5

(d) How much importance does Ayer attach to ‘Emotivism’ in the context of moral language and moral
values? Discuss. 5

(e) Is emotivism, prescribed by Ayer, a logical consequence of logical positivism? 5

(f) Is honesty the best policy in Kantian interpretation? 5

(g) Elucidate the moral virtues enjoined by Plato. 5

(h) Are moral propositions purely descriptive? 5
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3. Answer any two of the following questions :

(a) Explain what is understood by Freedom of Will. Determine whether it is truly a presupposition of
moral judgement, or whether moral judgment is compatible with determinism. 5+10

(b) Discuss in brief Aristotle’s theory of moral virtue. 15

(c) Distinguish between subjective and objective moralities. Does subjectivism entail moral scepticism?
7+8

(d) Can we be said to commit a naturalistic fallacy, if we deduce “ought” from “is”? 15


